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fresh avenues, which would render impossible the alliance
or cordial understanding which they had met to discuss.
They raked up irrelevant topics in order to differ about
them.    * Why was the Tsar about to visit the French
fleet ?' asked the King (as if the Emperor had arranged
a proceeding which he disliked as much as anybody).
' Was   not   it   equivalent   to   a   demonstration   against
England ?'    * It might be taken in that light,' said the
Emperor.    * Why was the Tsar so eager to see the German
Chancellor? '  .  .  .  c Probably to discuss political ques-
tions.'  .  .  .  * What about English dealings with Japan? '
asked the Emperor.    He was told, and said that he con-
sidered them treacherous, and in the manner of' perfidious
Albion.'    (Uproar.)    To make matters even pleasanter
than they were already, the Emperor remarked on the
cordiality of the relations between Germany and France
just now:   German and French troops had served together
under a German commander in the East, their economic
interests harmonised: he wondered whether England was
wise in maintaining, as she had hitherto done, her splendid
isolation.   How pleasant was the understanding between
the European Powers !    The Tsar was to visit France,
the Tsar was to talk to Bulow, Russia had a very clever
Ambassador in the United States, and England perhaps
did not know how friendly their relations were becoming.1
What  was   the  Emperor's  point  in  making  all  these
exasperating  observations ?    Possibly,   by pointing  out
how dangerous England's isolation was, he was making
another approach, a shade more oblique than usual, to
entice  the  poor  lone  sheep   into   the   German   fold:
possibly he merely wanted to annoy his uncle:   probably
he was at last beginning to  despair of ever inspiring

1 Lee, King Edward VII, pp. 126, 128-130.